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“Futhana.sia”

What does it
mean<
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~of killing another person for
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[t is assisted suicide.
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Definitions

» Suicide--voluntary & self
~ administered.

> Voluntary euthanasias--patient
~ requests help to commit suicide.

» Involuntary euthanasia--patient could
~ _make a voluntary request but not able.

> Non-voluntary--patient incapable of
~ making a voluntary request.
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Confusing terms:

~Active euthanasia: usually commission.

Passive euthanasia: implies omission (Natural
- death?).

Right to die: Constitutional right to privacy.
Terminal: death within 6 months.
Mercy killing: an “act of compassion”.

ghysician assisted suicide: usually prescribed
drug.

Euphemisms “assisted dying”, “natural death”,
“quality of life”, “end-of-lite choice”, “death with
dignity”, “death on demand”.
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Biblical Arguments
against Euthanasia:

e We are created in the image of God: “Then he
~ Lord said, “Let us make man in our image,”...

. Gen. 1:26.
~ » Man is forbidden to murder: “You shall not
- murder.” Ex. 21:13

* God is sovereign over life and death: “...The
~ Lord gave and the Lord has taken away...” Deut.

 32:39.

~ * Death is both unnatural and inevitable: “...but
- you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of
~ good and evil, for when you eat from it you will

~ certainly die.” Gen. 2:17.
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Biblical Arguments
against Euthanasia:

Death as a spiritual event with biological
consequences: “...dust returns to the ground it

came from, and the spirit returns to God who
gave it.” Eccles. 12:7.

 Suffering may have value toward God: "My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made

perfect in weakness.” 2 Cor. 12:9

 Suffering may have value toward others: ...
we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God. 2 Cor 1:4
e Death is not the end for Christians: °

whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”
John 11:25
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Secular Arguments
for Euthanasia:

Autonomy:

Preserve dignity.
Avoid being a burden.

Compassion:

Avoiding pain.
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Ethical Arguments
against Euthanasia:

* Natural death is not murder; assisted
suicide is.

® Euthsnasia is a cry for help.

* [t undermine the patient/physician
relationship.

* It ignores the right of religious conscience.
* Euthanasia is a slipery slope.

* Compassionate care trumps the need for
PAS.
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Oregon Criteria for PAS:

 The patient must be a resident of Oregon.

 The patient must make a written request to a
licensed physician.

* The physician must certify the illness is terminal.

* The physician must determine the request was
made voluntarily.

* The physician must inform the patient of the
diagnosis, and alternative treatments.

* Another physician must be consulted to confirm
the diagnosis.

e Psychiatric consultation must be obtained.

* There must be a 48 hrs. waiting period between
the written request and prescribing medication.

* The act also states insurance policies will not be
affected.




Oregon Death with Diginity Act prescription recipients and deaths*, 1998-2013

122
116
114
B Prescription recipients
95 97
B Deaths 85 - 85
71 71"
86 65 65 65
58 60 60 59
49
= 44 42 =
= 38 37 38
27 27
24 21
16

Source: Oregon Health Authority
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